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Introduction
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During the year 2011 a wide variety of projects have been undertaken and successfully com-

pleted. Additionally, a number of new Projects are being planned, including the establishment 

of new departments including Media and Communications, Research, and Education. The 

following project status description begins with the Napkin List, followed by the other initiatives. 



Edi Nulz

The cooperation with the Austrian Association 

‚Together‘has been continuously supported by us 

for the last 4 years. In 2011 we partnered in an Art 

program which at its core concerned itself with 

Contemporary Music, Media Arts & performance. 

The Austrian musicians from ‘Edi Nulz’ invited 

young filmmaker talents in Austria and Czech to 

chose one of their pieces and produce a music 

video for it. The Centre motivated Vojta T., our 

resident videographer and his work was selected 

for realization. In October the Centre hosted the 

Czech part of the ‘Edi Nulz – Gehen tanzen’ Tour 

at the Institut Slavonice, and we were pleased to 

welcome a good size crowd from Austria. This 

project was funded by our Austrian partners.  

(January 11th)
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Yoga 

The yoga course has continued two events in 2011 

and a commitment to continue the relationship 

with Ashwanee. IT is worth noting that this pro-

gram brings people from Germany, Austria, 

Prague and beyond. Many of whom are interested 

in other activities of the Centre. Last year one 

participant is the director of the North Carolina 

State University Prague Institute. Due to a variety 

of circumstances a group of their landscape 

architecture students will be visiting Slavonice for 

a four day workshop in February 2012. Her famil-

iarity with Slavonice via the Yoga class made it 

easy to convince her of the value in having this 

workshop at Institut Slavonice.

(January 25th - 29th, July 20th – 24th)
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Arts & Crafts 

For the fourth year running we have been happy 

to welcome a large group of Highschool teachers 

from Austria to exhibit the results of their Art 

workshops. These workshops are part of the 

educator’s efforts to improve and extend their 

own abilities in various areas of the Arts & Crafts 

world. Ceramics, Design, sculpturing, drawing, the 

making of jewelry, objects from felt, and much 

more is being offered by professionals to the 

participants. After a week of training and produc-

tion the final works are being exhibited in coop-

eration with the Centre. We are considering 

extending the cooperation by creating more 

space to possibly house the workshops on our 

premises.  (February)
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Grasel path Project Presentation&Exhibition

In our efforts to productively cooperate with our 

local institutional partners we have in this particu-

lar case supported the project presentation and 

public exhibition of the ‚...‘ These kinds of projects 

are of importance for the town and region as they 

enhance the touristic appeal of the destination as 

well as providing some educational service to 

visitors as well as locals. (February)
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Kush Poetry Project, Start-Up

Following the positive feedback from Kush (phone 

conference March 2011) regarding the establish-

ment of a European ‘Cloud House’ and opportu-

nity to share his work with the public here in 

Europe at a location in/near Slavonice we have 

investigated strategies of how to move forward. 

Various locations for housing the audio/video 

documentary collection have been identified. Also 

conversations are continuing with various Czech 

and Austrian publishers about the Meta issues of 

maximizing the impact of having access to such a 

treasure, and how to best utilize it.

According to very recent communications and 

subsequent invitation by with Kush and subse-

quent invitation of a Centre rep., the next step 

may very well be a site visit to his archive and a 

brief video documentary to help further promote 

the project and support the fundraising efforts 

already on the way.

(March - ).
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Playground / Climbing Wall

During 2011 we sought funding for the develop-

ment of a playground for Slavonice with the sup-

port of the town hall. Our application to Nadace 

Via was unsuccessful as there were many (57) 

applications and five funded projects. Therefore, 

we are considering the development of a play / 

meditation / exploration environment on the prop-

erty of the Institute using the available funding. 

The project will engage youth from the town in the 

planning and installation of this living environment. 

The activities are anticipated in the spring of 2012. 

(March)

To do:

a. Prepare a plan for execution of the project

b. Contact local youth for their participation

c. Seek a source for plant material to be used  

 for the project

d. Determine the site for the installation
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Exhibition - 20 years of opening the border

Naturally commemorating the historic events 

surrounding the suspension of border controls

between Czech and Austria have been a central 

topic for the Centre. We participated with our 

partner institutions in various events such as me-

morial exhibitions, special lectures and cross 

border celebrations such as with the Kultur-

bruecke Fratres on both sides of the border. 

(March)
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Olin Studio Slavonice

As in the previous years, the studio with University 

of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia University and the 

Czech Technical University was very successful. 

This year Henry brought six students from the 

Czech Technical University versus the one or two 

that had attended in previous years. This year one 

of the Czech students, Zuzana Johanides, contin-

ued with her project throughout the semester and 

made a final presentation in Philadelphia along 

with her colleagues from University of Pennsylva-

nia. The Czech Technical University provided fund-

ing for her travel. (March 3th - 13th).
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T H E  S L A V O N I C E  S T U D I O  2 0 1 1
A D V E N T U R E S  I N  L A N D S C A P E  A R C H I T E C T U R E  

O N  T H E  F O R M E R  I R O N  C U R T A I N

C E N T R E  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E   &   C A Z I M  D E R V I S E V I C  

Slavonice Film - Cazim Dervisevic 

A video summarizing the studio was produced 

(March 3th - October 20th) by the Centre and has 

been distributed to numerous key people in the 

US and Czech Republic including;

• Helena Vagnerova, US Embassy

• Robert Warner, US Embassy

• Karel Maier, Head, Department of Spatial Planning, Czech 

technical University

• Barbara McFall, Director Department of Design, West 

Virginia University (and 3 others)

• Robert Fleming, Philadelphia University

• Matthew Potteiger, State University of New York Syracuse

• Dean Marvin Malecha FAIA, North Carolina State University

• Dana Bartelt, Prague Institute, NC State University

• Richard Stiles, Technical University of Vienna

• Alena Salašová, Mendel University, Lednice

Distribution will continue to key individuals, par-

ticularly as a leave behind at in person meetings.

A continuation of documentation of Olin studio 

activities is planned for 2012 as a part of the 

planned Media and Communications Department. 
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New Department – Seed Money 

This project was initially planned for establishing a 

recurring program with Philadelphia University. As 

a part of this effort, Rob Fleming of Philadelphia 

University visited the Czech Republic and the 

Centre for an intensive four days. During this visit 

in the summer of 2011 we conducted numerous 

meetings with partners and potential partners for 

the proposed program. Since this visit a program 

has been developed and approval by the Univer-

sity is anticipated in early April, 2012. (March - )    

Additionally, Barbara McFall, director of the Design 

department of West Virginia University visited the 

Centre in August 2011 to consider the possibility of 

starting a new Masters program that will have 

significant presence in the Czech Republic and 

Slavonice. This potential program is being devel-

oped by WVU and Henry Hanson maintains con-

tact with representatives of the University to assist 

in the program development.
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Green Belt - Trail of the Iron Curtain 

We have been in weekly contact with the head 

offices of the Greenbelt organization in Bavaria. 

Since Melanie Kreutz (who visited Slavonice with 

the Journalists Tour 2010) has taken over the 

executive responsibilites the organization is gath-

ering steam again (following the relocation of the 

offices from Serbia, and a change in the IUCN 

involvement), and we are optimistic that in 2012 

more projects can again be realized. Genrally the 

Centre has firmly established itself as the Czech 

active partner,and negoatiations are on the way 

about how to increase the activities as well as the 

support through our partner institutions. All visitors 

to the Centre are being made aware of the proj-

ect, and we are presenting it by means of Audio-

visual as well as print materials. Recently we were 

informed that the German headquarters would like 

to see the ‚Sounds of the Greenbelt‘ project finally 

moved forward, and they are putting us in contact 

with international parnters for that purpose. One 

area that ought to receive increased attention in 

the future is the strengthening of the Ecological 

aspect of the project in our region. (March - )14



Historical Web : www.slavonice-zlabings.eu 

The historical web continues to build content with 

the oral history interviews as well as growing col-

lection of audio and picture materials. A cross 

border conference about its content and the pre-

sentation the website layout for the project will be 

taking place at the Institut Slavonice at the end of 

February.  

Additionally we have been collecting birthplace 

data through a written survey wherein residents 

identify birth date and birth place of their preced-

ing three generations. This data will continue to be 

collected and analyzed. Thus far we have col-

lected approximately 40 and are targeting 135 

responses (5% of the population). (March - )
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D V E Ř E   S L A V O N I C

Post Cards 

The post card project has been largely imple-

mented with printing of post cards that focus on 

history and exploration of the region. (April - )
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Morna Livingstone – Václav Cílek Book & Garden Book

The Cilek book translations are complete. Selec-

tion of images is being negotiated between Morna 

and Vaclav Cilek. A publisher has not been final-

ized; however, Morna has been speaking with 

University of Pennsylvania Press. A time schedule 

needs to be determined as to how long the pub-

lisher will have for determining whether or not they 

are interested. A European, including Czech pub-

lishers should be approached as soon as pos-

sible. However, we need a draft that includes the 

images along with the text. It is understood that 

the ownership of translation is in the hands of the 

Centre. We need to obtain explicit ownership of 

the images by the Centre in order to proceed with 

seeking a European publisher. (June 8th - 19th)
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Judith Clute Exhibition 

Following the great audience response Judith’s 

work received during the collective summer exhi-

bition in Austria her work continued to be pre-

sented there in an individual show until the end of 

the season in October. The total number of 

counted visitors for the period of the exhibition 

(counted only at weekends, the show was open 

all week) amounts to 975. As planned a Prague 

showing of the work is being organized by the 

Centre, and we are proud to announce that 

Prague College has agreed to partner in this 

effort. Currently various locations for the exhibition 

are being discussed, and additional partners 

involved for optimal promotion. Parallel to the 

Prague showing a part of the work will be pre-

sented at the Institut Slavonice in order to attract 

visitors who have visited the Prague show to Sla-

vonice. (July)
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Hugh Livingston and Václav Cílek

Hugh Livingston returned to the Czech Republic 

on a research grant to scout for unique outdoor 

locations where he could compose and perform 

his inspired Cello soundscapes together with 

Czech colleagues. We are much honored that 

Vaclav Cilek, maybe Czechs most prominent multi 

facetted scientific figure, took time out to intro-

duce us to some of Czechs most exiting, yet un-

known destinations. A Glass blowing manufactory, 

hand carved Rock tunnels, Quarries, a disused 

Soviet Army base, and the thought provoking 

historic town and Camp of Terezin. First results of 

this trip were presented at an event in Prague’s 

Skolska 28 space where Vaclav Cilek again was 

so kind to give an introductory speech. We are 

looking forward to the continuation of this and 

other cooperation’s where science and art inter-

relate on such high a level.  (August - 3rd week)
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Kulturbrücke Fratres

For the second year running we have been invited 

by the prestigious Austrian Association ‚Kultur-

brücke Fratres‘to produce a weekend program to 

be presented at their headquarters in Fratres.

This year we concentrated on introducing the 

wider Austrian public to the Greenbelt Project and 

its implications for the cross border region. Also 

the future of the local sustainable tourism infra-

structure, especially the bike paths, was a central 

topic. In our efforts we were joined by the Director 

of the United Environmental Non profits in Czech, 

Daniel Mourek who together with Alexander Stips-

its held the main lectures. The accompanying 

photographic exhibition showed photographs 

from a journey along the Greenbelt which artist 

Molly Radecky had undertaken this year. For the 

musical support we were happy to welcome the 

eclectic guitarists Johan and Bany from ‘Srpen’ 

who travelled from Ostrava for the occasion. The 

entire event was funded by our Austrian partners, 

and we enjoyed great audience support and 

press coverage.(August 27th)
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Prague College workshop  

Since the Prague College Art Department held its 

first successful workshop at the Institut Slavonice 

in cooperation with the Centre in October 2011 it 

has been agreed that both parties will continue 

working together to provide educational courses 

at the Institut Slavonice incorporating content 

developed by the Centre. Currently we are de-

signing a 2 week summer course for the Econom-

ics Department in 2012, as well as a 2 weeks 

summer course for the Art & Design Department.

The autumn workshop is set to be repeated 

yearly. (September 23th - 25th)
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Cyclo path to the past   

It has become one of the main regional activities 

of the Centre to work on improving the educa-

tional and touristic infrastructure of the town and 

region. In one of these efforts we have worked 

with our partners on producing quality text and 

picture material, as well as graphic composition 

for the promotion of one of the most attractive 

destinations of the region: the Buffalo Herd near 

Veclov. We aim at bringing all destinations 

together in comprehensive publications and pro-

motional materials, especially those being inte-

grated into the Euro wide Cycle networks crossing 

our region. (October - )
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Language Courses  

The language courses in German and English 

continue to date and contribute to the Centre 

being viewed locally as a serious, valuable and 

contributing institution to the community. Classes 

run Sundays, Mondays (English) and Wednesdays 

(German) with groups for beginners and the ad-

vanced. Currently we serve a total of 16 local stu-

dents aged 17 to 55. The expansion of this pro-

gram, possibly with software training sessions, 

ought to be considered. (October - )
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Greenribbon Comics, Start-Up

Since last October we are cooperating with Adele 

Marie Jirku (she was singled out as the most 

promising Czech graphic artist to not only pro-

duce a sample work but also take over some 

management responsibilities for the project as it 

develops her work samples were distributed in 

November 2011) on creating the right sample work 

to continue the project. She has been extensively 

researching the Greenbelt, visited various parts of 

it, and we are in the process of working on the 

right first story to be finalized for publication. This 

project has also been discussed with the head 

offices of the Greenbelt movement in Germany, 

and we have been assured that it is being sup-

ported. (October - )
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Film festival

Continuation of an extremely successful festival 

EXPEDIČNÍ KAMERA, this time the filmmakers 

focused on winter sports. During the evening, 

visitors could see the top 8 blocks films about 

extreme skiing, ice climbing, snowboarding, 

snow-kiting and other winter sports. 

(October 15th - November 30th)
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Multilingual Cross Border Tourism Infrastructure

We are currently preparing for the print and hard-

ware production of the trilingual ‘Kadolez Iron 

Curtain’ memorial which will be placed on the 

actual site.

Based on this project we developed the idea to 

improve and extend the cross border Info board. 

(December - )
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Film Club

The film club continues successfully, drawing a 

regular audience of Slavonice area residents to 

the Institute. This community outreach effort is 

considered valuable in the Centre’s relationship 

with Slavonice. The financial deficit of the Film 

Club is essentially equivalent to the space cost of 

rental. Therefore, we are seeking grant support 

for the film club as a cultural activity. The reper-

toire of films may need to respond to such grant 

support. (January - December)
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10.01. Muž na laně
24.01. Farma zvířat
07.02. Valerie a týden divů
21.02. Valčík s bašírem
07.03. Archittekt odpadu
23.03.  Filmový festival Expediční kamera
04.04. Všechno pro dobro světa a Nošovic
18.04. Miliionář z chatrče
02.05. Pouta
16.05. Taxidermia
30.05. Grbavica
13.06. Český mír
27.06.  Slnko stúpa Longital
26.09.  Vtáčikovia, siroty a blázni
24.10. Králova řeč
07.11. Dvojí život Veroniky
25.11.  Filmový festival zimních sportů
05.12. Černá venuše
19.12.  Piráti na vlnách



Grant Activities

Efforts to secure grants for future activities is 

currently underway. We continue to search for 

funding of existing and new programs from Czech 

and international sources.
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List of Activities 2011
January 11th 
Edi Nulz

January 25th - 29th, July 20th – 24th
Yoga  

February
Arts & Crafts 

February
Grasel path Project Presentation&Exhibition

March -
Kush Poetry Project, Start - Up

March 
Playground / Climbing Wall 

March 
Exhibition - 20 years of opening border

March 3th - 13th
Olin Studio Slavonice

March 3th - October 20th
Slavonice Film - Cazim Dervisevic

March - 
New Department – Seed Money for future workshop

March - 
Green Belt - Trail of the Iron Curtain

March - 
Historical Web: www.slavonice-zlabings.eu

April - 
Post Cards  

June 8th - 19th
Morna Livingstone – Václav Cílek Book & Garden Book  

July
Judith Clute Exhibition 

August 3rd week
Hugh Livingston and Václav Cílek 

August 27th
Kulturbrücke Fratres

September 23th - 25th
Prague College workshop  

October - 
Cyclo path to the past 
 
October - 
Language Courses 

October - 
Greenribbon Comics, Start-Up

October 15th - November 30th
Film festival

December - 
Multilingual Cross Border Tourism Infrastructure

January - December
Film Club 

January - December
Grant Activities
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